Proposition: That burning the American Flag is against fundamental American values.

Value: Patriotism ( Love of country; devotion to the welfare of one’s country; the virtues and actions of a patriot.

This may seem like a very large thing to aspire to, but really, a citizen (or whatever you may be) isn’t required to do a whole helluva’ lot to show your devotion for this country. There is always the option to sit out the pledge, and no one requires you to do anything civic, save following most of our laws and paying taxes (if that’s required of you.)

Some may say that one can burn the flag because the constitution provides them with freedom of expression.

They are destroying the symbol of the protector of that freedom. Everyone in this country is an immigrant (even the Native Americans,) who came here by the Bering Strait. Most, if not all came here for opportunity and as we’ve all been constantly reminded, to escape religious prosecution. When people overseas burn the American flag, they do it out of hate for America. When people in America burn the flag, they do it for hate and other reasons. If you hate America, then leave. I doubt you will find too many other places where you will have the same freedoms.


Our forefathers founded this country over 200 years ago to create a new kind of country, where people can worship as they want, live as they like and express themselves as they see fit. Unfortunately, now many people nation-wide burn our flag, and go unpunished for it. They are abusing their freedom of expression given to them by America’s founders. If someone had attempted to burn an American flag around George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Samuel Adams I doubt they would have appreciated it.


Look at the flag, 50 stars for the 50 states, 13 stripes for the original 13 colonies. When you burn the flag you are not just burning a piece of cloth, you are burning a symbol of America, a symbol that people have fought and died for since even before America was founded.


This article shows the sorrowful situation in Tibet and puts into perspective our own “rebels” and their “causes”. The Tibetans are a people immersed in esoteric, brilliant thought and have been a center for cultural diffusion, advancement of society and a peaceful, thoughtful and lucid society. They have never been Chinese, and therefore, burning the Chinese flags is the epitomy of Symbolic gesture. 


But in this country, with very low unemployment rates, very high standards of living for all, or at least higher standards of living, I doubt very much that so many people have such urgent need for reform that they should burn our flag. It is a gesture that will become meaningless if nihilistic teens, embittered Hispanic immigrants, or any embittered immigrants abuse it in ignorance and without the proper thought channeled into such an endeavor. To protect this as a very strong Symbolic gesture, we need legal protection for it, so that when there arises a real need for attention for a cause, it will 

“Shine light on the Darkness of Greed,” in the words of RATM’s lead singer Zach de la Roacha, or any other tragedy.
